	Director of plastic making factory

· Wants to make lots of money

· Creates a lot of pollution

· The public and companies need plastics, someone needs to provide them

· I’m abiding by all the rules and laws, so why should I stop or change what I’m doing?

· It’s up to the public to reuse and recycle

· My company don’t carbon-offset (plant trees to reduce the impact on the world’s resources) as it costs us too much money


	Greenpeace activist

· We’re killing the planet with pollution

· Everyone in the UK throws away their body weight in plastic every 7 weeks

· We should reduce, reuse or recycle more plastic instead of throwing it away

· Oil’s running out, we shouldn’t be making any new plastic

· Plastic’s not bio-degradable, where will we put all the waste in the future?

· All big companies should ‘carbon-offset’- plant trees to reduce the impact on the world’s resources

· Plastic things should be made more expensive to put people off



	“Nothing to do with me” consumer

· I drive a big car

· I throw everything away

· I don’t recycle- I don’t have time

· I don’t think anything I do will help the situation, as I’m just one person

· The government should deal with it, not leave it up to people like me

· I can’t see the landfill, so I don’t care

· I don’t like re-using, I like new things
	“I do my bit” consumer

· I recycle as much as I can, but my Borough only takes certain plastics

· I do other things like turn off lights at home and cycle to produce less pollution

· The shops use too much packaging

· There’s no alternative provided for me at supermarkets, and I don’t have time to shop at small shops/ the market

· I worry about the future of the planet and for my children and grandchildren

· I reuse carrier bags and plastic bottles




Ideas and evidence

My character is _________________________________________________
	Questions/arguments I’d like to put to other people


	My ideas/opinions

	Facts I could use to support my view



	Counter-arguments that may be made against me


	My reply to counter-arguments


Plastics facts

· The UK produces more then 100 million tonnes of waste every year. In less than two hours, the waste we produce would fill the Albert Hall in London. Every eight months it would fill Lake Windermere, the largest and deepest lake in England!

· On average, each person in the UK throws away their own body weight in rubbish every seven weeks.

· The average household in the UK produces more then a tonne of waste every year. Put together, this comes to a total of 31 million tonnes per year, equivalent to the weight of three and a half million double-decker buses, a queue of which would go around the world two and a half times.

· Every year we produce about 3% more waste than the year before. This might not sound much but, if we carry on at this rate, it means that we will double the amount of waste we produce every 25 years.

· Most of the world's waste is produced by people from the 'developed' world (which includes Britain), even though these people only make up about 5% of the world's population

· We produce and use twenty times more plastic today than we did 50 years ago.

· Every year an estimated 17.5 billion plastic bags are given away by supermarkets. This represents over 130,000 tonnes of plastic - enough to cover an area the size of London twice with a layer of bags.

· 25 two litre pop bottles can be recycled into an adult-size fleece jacket

· In 2005/06 at least 6.8 milllion tonnes of household waste were recycled or composted. This amounts to 27 percent of total household waste. However, it has been estimated that up to 80% of the contents of our dustbins could be recycled or composted.

· Other countries recycle a lot more than we do in the UK. For example, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Germany recycle around 60% of their waste. 
· Householders produce almost 30 m tonnes of waste on average each year. 

· 73% of this goes to landfill, even though 90% of this is recoverable - it could be recycled, composted or used to generate energy. 

· Household waste grows by about 3% each year. This may not sound much but it means that our municipal waste will double by 2020

· Landfill produces a nasty gas that poses a threat to the local environment: it can cause fires, explosions and asphyxiations if allowed to migrate to surrounding property.
(www.recyclezone.co.uk, www.esauk.org )
